
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 18 June 2002] 

 p11501c-11502a 
Mr Tony McRae; Speaker; Ms Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

FREIGHT NETWORK REVIEW 

1103. Mr McRAE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
The Gallop Labor Government has just completed its innovative and inclusive freight network review.  Indeed, I 
was part of that process on the weekend.  I congratulate the minister for her efforts in that regard and for my 
opportunity to represent not only the interests of my community in Riverton but also the broader economic 
interests of our great State. 

The SPEAKER:  This is a question, member for Riverton. 

Mr McRAE:  Yes, I am getting to that, Mr Speaker.  I ask - 

(1) Why was this review conducted? 

(2) How was the review conducted? 

Mr Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Member for Warren-Blackwood! 

Mr McRAE:  My question continues - 

(3) What will be the key outcomes from this innovative process? 

Ms MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(3) I understand the enthusiasm of the member for Riverton, because he, along with the member for 

Cockburn, has participated in this important, innovative and interesting process of government decision 
making.  I am glad I have been able to break the code of silence - or should I say the cone of silence - 
that has descended over the Opposition.  From our days in opposition it was evident to us that there was 
a real problem with the freight network in the metropolitan area.  Road freight was increasing by seven 
per cent per annum, and under the previous Government - and even before that - there had been an 
extraordinary shift of freight from rail to road and from shipping to road.  The community was 
becoming increasingly unwilling to continue to accept that course of events, and there was a desire for 
something to be done about it.  It was not simply a question of expanding the road network.  Many 
elements of the road network were planned some 50 years ago and would not pass muster today with 
the community; they continued to form part of the planning process but did not provide part of the 
solution.  We recognised that we had to rethink the whole of our freight network and to get all elements 
of the community involved.  For the past nine months we have been conducting the freight network 
review, and this has involved community reference groups overseeing the congress progress.  Last 
October we established a forum of more than100 people, comprising industry groups, 
environmentalists, community groups, regulators and producers, to talk about this problem and to set 
the policy.  Policy was established at that congress and since then six groups have been working 
continually to formulate detailed recommendations.  That congress was reconvened last weekend when 
a range of priorities was established.  First, priority was given to identifying the preferred alignment and 
the design and construction of Roe Highway stage 7.  We identified that we should move quickly to 
recognise which roads needed upgrading and provide the necessary funding.  We needed to commence 
the detailed planning and construction of a new rail link infrastructure into the Fremantle port, and also 
have the proper corridors in place for the port overflow facilities at the outer harbour.  One of the most 
essential and important recommendations to come out of this process concerned the pitiful performance 
of bringing three per cent of containers into Fremantle port by rail.  We have undertaken to turn that 
around over the next eight years so that 30 per cent of all containers enter the Fremantle port by rail.  A 
range of other recommendations will be implemented over the next two years.  We have given the 
community an undertaking that this will not be just a talkfest; it will translate into action.  One of the 
most rewarding aspects in this whole process has been the community’s preparedness to get together 
and deliberate on and be part of this process.  When the community saw that the Government was 
genuine about involving it in the decision making, there was an enormous preparedness to make an 
extraordinary contribution. 

 


